
 

 
 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 was a cold day. It was 

predicted to be cold, so Becky Rauenbuehler, the 

Sunday School Christmas program director, and I had a 

conversation the day before about the possibility of 

postponing the program to sometime in January. We did 

not postpone, in part, because of the difficulty of 

rescheduling, and the feeling of losing some of the 

impact of the program if we had it weeks after 

Christmas.   

 

Only once do I remember actually having to postpone a 

Sunday School Christmas program. This was at my last 

parish, and because of weather and other scheduling 

difficulties, we were finally able to have the program on 

January 8. It was good to still have the opportunity to 

experience the birth of baby Jesus, but I know that we 

were missing some of the kids as I played the role of 

Joseph.   

 

As I started to sing the Communion liturgy that day it 

hit me. We had just encountered the birth of Christ, and 

now, almost immediately, we were experiencing the 

Last Supper with Jesus and his disciples. From birth to 

death, from the manger to the cross.   
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The distance from Bethlehem to Jerusalem is just about 

five miles. Not too far. The distance between Jesus’ 

birth and his death, is so much closer. And we’re in that 

in-between time now in the church year, between 

Christmas and Lent, in the season of Epiphany. Even 

more time this year than usual, as Ash Wednesday is on 

March 1, and March 10 is the latest it can ever fall. That 

gives us a lot of time to consider how great it is that our 

God came to us in human form, as a little baby, and 

died in human form, for our sins. What great love God 

has for us to humble himself in this way! To bring us 

forgiveness of sins, abundant life, and salvation.   

 

Each day we have a choice to respond to these great 

gifts of life, and eternal life. Daily we have the choice 

to turn to God in faith, or to turn away in fear. If we 

focus on God instead of our troubles and shortcomings 

we can do whatever it is He has called us to do. As 

individuals, in our families, and as a congregation.   

 

It’s all about our focus, isn’t it? Let us focus today on 

the fact that God has made each of us, a masterpiece of 

design. And that God has called us into a community of 

faith, and to a life of service.   
 

Love in Christ, 

 
Pastor Mark 
 

 

 



Worship Schedule 
Sundays in February 

  8:30 a.m.  Confirmation in the parsonage  

  9:00 a.m.  Adult Sunday School in the Parish Hall  

  9:00 a.m.  Sunday School in the church lower level  

  9:15 a.m.  Choir rehearsal and sing in church  

    (February 5 and 12) 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 

11:00 a.m.  Luther League (February 5) 
 

February 19  Now the Feast and Celebration 

February 26  Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday 

 

Wednesdays in February 

  9:00 a.m. WELCA Mission Sewing in the Parish Hall 

  6:00 p.m. Tanzania Companion Coordinators (Feb. 15) 

  7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study in the church basement  

 

Congregation Council and  

Church Finance Notes 
The Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, February 16, 2017. The 

Council meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the 

church narthex (entryway). Council minutes are also available in the 

church office.  

 

Giving      $202,473.17 

Expenses          $186,066.77 

Mission Support         $12,892.71 

Net Income            $3,513.69 

 

Any church committee meeting may be attended by anyone. You do 

not have to be a member of that group to attend their meeting. We 

encourage you to attend the meeting(s) of your choice. All 

committees will meet in the church lower level unless otherwise 

stated. 

 

If you have any concerns regarding any of the committees, please 

direct them to a committee member, especially the council 

representative to that committee.  

 



Blood Drive 
The Swedesburg Lutheran Church will host a blood drive on 

Thursday, February 9 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Parish Hall, 

201 Academy Avenue in Swedesburg. To schedule an appointment 

call the Mississippi Regional Blood Center at 800-747-5401 or online 

at www.bloodcenterimpact.org. Please eat and drink before donating. 

Must present donor or photo ID to donate.  

 

Churchmen Soup Supper 
Everyone is invited to come out and join the Churchmen-sponsored 

Soup Supper at the parish hall on Tuesday, February 7
th

. Serving will 

begin at 5:30 p.m. The menu will include chili and oyster soup, 

relishes, desserts and beverages. Your freewill offering will enable the 

Churchmen to help support several local charities such as: The 

Fellowship Cup, Tolson Community Action Center, Henry County 

Habitat for Humanity, Christamore Family Treatment Center, and 

Henry County Foods Resource Bank. 

 

Altar Guild 
Be sure to sign up in the narthex to provide flowers during a Worship 

service in 2017. If you would like to provide flowers on a certain date 

in 2017 contact the church office at 319-254-2216 to see if that date is 

available. Mary will be glad to fill your name in on the chart for your 

special date. 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
On Sunday, February 5, the Luther League will have soup pots at the 

church doors on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday, February 5. We will 

join people in churches across the country to collect money and cans 

of soup for those who are hungry and hurting. All of the money and 

food collected will be donated to The Fellowship Cup – none of the 

money is sent to the Souper Bowl of Caring headquarters. Please 

support our church in this effort to “love our neighbors” by bringing 

your cans of soup and/or dollar(s) in the soup pot on February 5. 

 

Community Connect Photo Directory 
Lifetouch will be here to take pictures of all our members for a new 

Community Connect Guide on March 16, 17, and 18, 2017. A 

Community Connect Guide is similar to the traditional photo 

directory, but it will be half the size and will only contain pictures of 

http://www.bloodcenterimpact.org/


church members with their contact information. There will not be 

activity pages. The Community Connect Guide will be more easily 

updated as members change. 
 

Beginning February 2, families with a landline will receive the first 

recorded call from Pastor Mark reminding you to schedule an 

appointment for your photo. Times available will be from 2 p.m. until 

8 p.m. on March 16 and 17, and then on Saturday, March 18 from 10 

a.m. until 4 p.m. 
 

It will be announced in the weekly bulletin and on Facebook when 

families may begin to call the office to schedule their appointments. 

Please do not call prior to the announcement as the office will not 

have the program available to make appointments until it is 

announced. 
 

We will also have hosts in the narthex (entryway) of the church on 

Sunday, January 29, and again on February 12, 19, and 26, 2017 and 

March 5, and 12, 2017 so you may sign up for your appointment time.  

You may schedule your appointment online at: 

www.appt.lifetouch.com. 
 

When you come for your scheduled appointment, bring your Feed the 

Need bag with a nonperishable food item for an additional $5 off 

coupon for your photo session. Families receive an additional $10 off 

portraits (should they purchase additional pictures). Seniors and 

military will receive a 20% discount on their order if they let the 

photographer know they are wanting to use the senior or military 

discount. Each family who has a photo shoot will receive a FREE 

8x10. There is no obligation to purchase. The free picture is the 

directory pose they choose. Also, generational pictures can’t be used 

for this free picture.  
 

We hope to see your family portrait in our updated Community 

Connect Guide. Families that do not have a photo taken will NOT 

receive a guide. There will be limited extra copies available. So sign 

up when the registration process opens! If photos for the guide are 

submitted, we ask that the photos be current/updated with the correct 

copyright release. 
 

If you have any neighbors, other family or friends that would like to 

benefit from having their photo taken, they too may schedule an 



appointment with us. They too will receive the discounts with a 

nonperishable food item. 

 

Social Ministry 
This quarter Social Ministry Committee is encouraging through 

March the support of The Fellowship Cup. 

 

To donate please note in the memo of your check “Fellowship Cup” 

Thank you for your support of this worthwhile mission! Ken Brown, 

director of The Fellowship Cup, will speak at our February 5
th

 

worship. 

 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
The Swedesburg WELCA continues their Mission Sewing at the 

Parish Hall through April 12. Everyone is invited to join in. There is a 

potluck lunch at noon, bring a dish to share. 

 

Federal Privacy Laws 
Because of Federal Privacy Laws (HIPPA-Health Insurance Privacy 

and Portability Act), if you or a member of your family are 

hospitalized and would like the Pastor to visit, please contact the 

church office at (319) 254-2216, or Pastor Mark at (319) 631-8564. 

 

Evangelism Committee 
The Evangelism Committee met on January 3. The Coffee Cart 

schedule will be created by Betty, Helen and Glenda.  

 

The committee chose a blue background for the new picture directory 

from Lifetouch; along with a horizontal layout in their Quick Connect 

Guide format. Online sign-up will begin soon. Sign-up in church will 

begin January 29 with Betty hosting the table. 

 

The majority of the meeting included discussion of the soup supper on 

January 10. Luther League will be assisting our committee.  

 

The next meeting will be February 6 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Women’s Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, in the 

church lower level. 



Sunday School - Digging In  

to the Life of Jesus! 
 

 
 

This winter and spring the Sunday School children 

continue to “dig in” to the life of Jesus. We have several 

exciting lessons planned for February: 

 

January 29th –  Jesus Eats with Sinners at Matthew’s House – 

Matthew 9:9-13 

 Key point: Jesus came for everyone 

February 5th –  Jesus Heals a Lame Man by a Pool – John 5:1-18 

 Key point: Jesus has the Power to Heal 

February 12th – VALENTINES SERVICE PROJECT 

February 19th –  Parable of the Good Samaritain – Luke 10:25-37 

 Key point: Jesus’ Followers Care for Others 

February 26th –  Jesus Is Transfigured – Matthew 17:1-13, Mark 

9:2-13, Luke 9:28-36 

 Key point: Jesus IS God 

 

REMEMBER – We have “take home” sheets on our church website 

that review the lesson and have some fun suggestions for continuing 

the lesson at home as a family. So, if you miss a week, check out the 

take-home sheets to stay caught up. Also, we’ll be posting some of 

these family activities on Facebook and encourage children and their 

families to share photos and comments as they try them out.  

 

Occasionally prizes will be awarded to kids that take the challenge 

and do these at home activities with their families- so keep an eye out! 

 

Sunday School is open to any children from preschool (age 3) to 6th 

grade and friends are always welcome! Extra hands and supplies are 

always welcome, too. Please contact Emily Kann if you are interested 

in helping support the Sunday School programs.  



Worship and Music Committee 
The Worship and Music Committee met on Wednesday, January 11 at 

7 p.m. The committee discussed liking the Thanksgiving service on 

Sunday evening. The 2017 Thanksgiving service will also be held on 

Sunday night.  

 

It was decided to have only two services on Christmas Eve for 2017. 

There will be no morning service on Sunday, December 24. The 

Christmas Eve service will be held at 5 p.m. and the Julotta service 

will be moved to 11 p.m. on the 24th.  

 

Chicago Folk Service will be back in our service rotation after Easter 

this year. 

 

The date for Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) is being Sunday, 

May 14. Blessing of the seeds/soil is usually the 5th Sunday after 

Easter. It may be sometime in May, depending on graduation/senior 

recognition and Confirmation is held.  

 

People have commented on the 7-branch candelabra. It will be used 

on Festival Sundays.  

 

To help people know when to begin singing during Now the Feast and 

Celebration, Pastor will keep his mic on. The newer version of the 

Lord’s Prayer will be used during the Now the Feast and Celebration 

service.  

 

We will continue to use bread on the Sundays we have communion 

cups.  

 

Palm leaves will be passed out to everyone in church on Palm 

Sunday.  

 

Choir will not sing on Ash Wednesday. Brooke will see if there are 

enough members to sing on Maundy Thursday. The choir will sing on 

Palm Sunday and Easter.  

 

Worship duties for the directory/yearbook were reviewed to minimize 

conflict of duties on the same day.  

 



The next meeting is on March 8. At this meeting our committee will 

come up with goals for what we should have for the coming year. 

 

Tanzania Companion Coordinators 

The Tanzania Companion Coordinators met on January 9. 

 

Our fund balance is $8,633.79. The strategic plan from Pastor 

Kinkoro was discussed. Further explanations are needed in several 

areas. The coordinators will send any additional questions to Pastor 

Mark who will forward them on to Pastor Kinkoro. 

 

Alternative fuel sources for cooking in Ngaeni and taking care of the 

elderly and handicapped was discussed. 

 

We will have a Tanzania presentation on the agenda for the Annual 

Meeting. Jackie Brawner will present. Gayle Olson will write up a 

page about our Tanzania relationship for the yearbook. Jackie 

Brawner will give a temple talk.  

 

The next meeting is on February 15 at 6 p.m. 

 

Ngaeni Parish Council 

 



February Worship Responsibilities 
  

If you are not able to fulfill these duties you are to locate a substitute.  

A list of substitutes is available in the yearbook, pages 9-13. 

  
Worship Assistant: 

  5 Jackie Brawner 

12 Peggy Grothe 

19 Emily Kann 

26 Brooke Smith 
  

Acolyte:  Hallie Sandeen 
  

Ushers: 

Ruth Meth, Head Usher 

Ray Meth and Betty Molander 
  

Offering Counters: 

Maribelle Lund &  

Dave Rauenbuehler 
  

Greeters: 

  5 Delores Olson & Linda McGohan 

12 Art & Rose Lauer 

19 Nathan & Andrew Rauenbuehler 

26 Lindy & Lil Chrisinger 
  

Scripture Readers: 

  5 Lindy Chrisinger &  

     Johanna Crawford 

12 Doug & Donna Deardorff 

19 Kris Emerson & Lynn Graf 

26 Peggy Grothe & Lisa Kempf 

  

Communion Assistants: 

  5 Peggy Grothe & Maribelle Lund 

12 Doug Deardorff & OPEN 

19 Steve Emerson & Peggy Grothe 

26 Steve & Kris Emerson 

Nursery Attendant: 

  5 Nathan Rauenbuehler 

12 Lisa Kempf 

19 Becky Rauenbuehler 

26 Andrew Rauenbuehler 
  

Coffee Cart: 

  5 Malcolm & Glenda Alvine 

12 Monte & Emily Kann 

19 Roger & Marjorie Beckman 

26 David & Becky Rauenbuehler 
  

Altar Flowers: 

  5 Tom & Karen Wenstrand 

12 Altar Guild 

19 Ray & Ruth Meth 

26 Altar Guild 
  

Altar Guild: 

  5 Emily Kann 

12 Kris Emerson 

19 Laura Craig 

26 Michelle Hultquist / Pat King 

  

Radio Sponsorship: 

  5 Tom & Sharon Miller 

12 Open 

19 Open 

26 Open 

 

 

  
 

  



March Worship Responsibilities 
  

If you are not able to fulfill these duties you are to locate a substitute.  

A list of substitutes is available in the yearbook, pages 9-13. 

  
Worship Assistant: 

  5 Craig Grothe 

12 Tom Wenstrand 

19 Jackie Brawner 

26 Peggy Grothe 
  

Acolytes: Jadin Greiser & 

                 Isabel Kann 
  

Ushers: 

Tom Miller, Head Usher 

Alan Olson & Steve Emerson 
  

Offering Counters: 

Unknown at publishing time 
  

Greeters: 

Unknown at publishing time 
  

Scripture Readers: 

  1 Not Needed for Ash Wednesday 

  5 Peggy Grothe & Cathy Thurman 

12 Becky Rauenbuehler &  

     Andrew Rauenbuehler 

19 Alan Olson & Emily Kann 

26 Mike & Jackie Brawner 

  

Communion Assistants: 

  1 Ash Wednesday Not needed 

  5 Cathy Thurman & Glenn Graf 

12 Kristin Lucas & Stan Unkrich 

19 Cathy Thurman & Stacy Speidel 

26 Keith Zihlman & Peggy Grothe 

Nursery Attendant: 

  1 Not Needed for Ash Wednesday 

  5 Nathan Rauenbuehler 

12 Heather Sharp & Jordan Sharp 

19 Andrew Rauenbuehler 

26 Lisa Kempf 
  

Coffee Cart: 

Unknown at publishing time 
  

Altar Flowers: 

  5 No Flowers 

12 No Flowers 

19 No Flowers 

26 No Flowers 
  

Altar Guild: 

  1 Ash Wednesday—Linda McGohan 

  5 Rose Lauer 

12 Shelly Wickham 

19 Jackie Brawner 

26 Glenda Alvine / Helen Mullin 

  

Radio Sponsorship: 

  5 Glenn & Lynn Graf 

12 Open 

19 Craig & Peggy Grothe 

26 Open 

 

  

  



150
th

 Anniversary Steering Committee 

A DVD of the 150
th

 Anniversary celebration on June 18-19, 2016 is 

available for purchase. These are available for $5 with a 2016 

Swedesburg anniversary calendar included for free. The DVDs are 

available in the narthex (entryway). 

 

If you would like a DVD mailed to you, please mail your payment 

along with $3 for postage. You may mail your $8 check to 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church, PO Box 88, Swedesburg, 

IA 52652. Please let us know if you wish to have a free calendar with 

the DVD. 

 

Wednesdays in Lent 
Ash Wednesday worship services will be at 7 p.m. in the church. 
 

At the Parish Hall for Wednesdays, March 8, 2017 through April 5, 

2017: 
   6:00 p.m. Luther League Soup Supper 

   6.45 p.m. Lenten Service 

 

Radio Sponsorships Available 
Our radio sponsors for February: 

 February 5 Tom and Sharon Miller 

 February 12 OPEN  

 February 19 OPEN 

 February 26 OPEN 
 

Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain 

to sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One 

sponsor family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can 

co-sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services”, and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


the weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of months are 

kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each prior month’s newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. 

 

You may see the church calendar on the website. Changes are made to 

it as they occur. Check out our website! 

 

Prayer Vigil 
We will have a 24-hour prayer vigil beginning at 8:30 p.m. on Ash 

Wednesday (March 1 until 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 2.) There 

will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Sign up for a half hour prayer 

time. There can be two persons for each time slot. You can also 

choose to pray at church or at your own home, please indicate which 

you choose. There will be someone at the church throughout the 

prayer vigil to monitor the door (use the west entrance). 

 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Baskets of Promise 
LWR Baskets of Promise are shared with people who have lost 

everything from a natural disaster or life-threatening violence. Give 

hope through a bar of soap. From March 2 through April 2 WELCA 

will gather items for these personal care kits throughout Lent. Items 

may be dropped off in the narthex. If you are able, please donate one 

item per week as follows: 

 

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH PERSONAL CARE KIT: 

March 5:  ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 

52” x 27”), dark color recommended,  

March 12:  TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., 

any brand, in original wrapping,  

March 19:  ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging, 

(Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an 

individual toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no 

plastic bags or wrap.) 

March 26:  ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging, and  

April 2:  ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove 

packaging.  

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


Items may be dropped off in the box in the (entryway) narthex. 

Some important guidelines to remember: 

 Be sure to shop for light- or medium-weight towels, which are 

easier for Kit recipients to hand wash and air dry, take up less 

storage space and are considerably less expensive than the 

fluffier towels we may prefer to use. 

 Bath towels vary in size. The 52″ X 27″ size listed in the 

guidelines is the maximum size. 20″ x 40″ is a good guideline 

for a minimum size. Smaller bath towels are acceptable as 

long as they are not hand towels. 

 Please give new items only, except where otherwise noted. 

 Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, 

messages or your group’s name. 

 Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag, 

patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed 

forces, including camouflage. 

 Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed. 

 All items should be new and in good condition. 

 Do not enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. 

 

 
Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI! 

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 

Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love: responding 

to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. We give 

thanks for all the ministry partners of both individuals and 

congregations who help share this love for Iowa children, families, 

and adults! 



 

We see this love in newly adopted children and their families, in teens 

who learn to trade self-harm for self-worth, in refugee farmers who 

share their love of the land with the Des Moines community, in 

struggling parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust with 

their children and in so many other moments of hope every day. 

Thank you for the love you share and create through LSI. 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

Building Brighter Futures 

Learning new things can always be difficult. Especially when you’re 

learning to be a first-time parent. 

 

Sarah’s first son, Mark, was a happy baby. But as he grew into his 

toddler years, Sarah was unsure how to handle his behavioral 

changes. When he started acting out at home, she felt herself growing 

more frustrated.  

 

Sarah knew she needed help. That’s when she turned to LSI’s Parents 

as Teachers program. Parents as Teachers provides free and voluntary 

parent education and support for families in Boone and Story County, 

with children up to age 5.  

 

The program was with Sarah every step of the way, providing home 

visits, introducing her to community support groups, and teaching her 

how to adjust to Mark’s developmental stages. “With help from 

Parents as Teachers, I learned his behavior was just a phase, and they 

told me it was normal,” Sarah says. "Before, I thought there was a 

problem with me, or that I wasn’t a good parent.” 

 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


Mark, now 3, entered preschool last fall, and Sarah is proud to see 

how much progress he has made. He’s meeting new friends and at 

home, he’s become the best big brother to his baby sister, Hannah.  

 

Learning how to handle Mark’s developmental stages has made Sarah 

more confident in raising Hannah. She knows what to expect as 

Hannah grows up, and she’s ready to face each day and create the 

brightest future for her children. “Parents as Teachers helped me so 

much with my parenting,” Sarah says. “The program is the best thing 

I have.”  

 

WACO Backpack Program 
WACO Backpack Program reaches out to 18 families in our 

community. Our community can help the backpack program by 

donating the following items: canned fruit, canned spaghetti sauce, 

lasagna noodles, elbow macaroni, taco shells, taco seasoning, chili 

seasoning packets, granola bars, pretzels, cereal bars, pancake mix, 

syrup, peanut butter in small jars, jelly in plastic squeeze bottles, 

butter, shredded cheese, Manwich, homestyle bakes (complete meal 

boxes), salad dressing (especially Ranch) and saltines or oyster 

crackers. They also go through lots of meat, so all meat donations are 

welcome. If you have a hog, turkey or cow that you would like to 

donate, the CROP fund will be happy to pay for processing fees. 

Please contact Tamara Gill at 319-217-2456 if you have more 

questions about how to make these food item donations. The pantry 

shelves are low, so your help is needed today! 

 

Thank you 
I can’t thank my church family enough for all the cards, calls, 

messages, hugs and prayers over this last year. My mom is finally at 

rest and enjoying a glorious reunion with my dad. I was blessed with 

having her this last year but also blessed and strengthened by my 

incredible church family. God is most certainly good! 

Jan Towne and family 

 

Please remember that Confirmed members need to commune and 

have a contribution on record by the end of 2017 in order to vote at 

the next annual meeting. By signing your name on the friendship pad, 

you confirm that you have communed during that worship service.  

tel:(319)%20217-2456


 

We continue to pray for all our church members throughout the year. 

Each week we will pray for about five church families. Please pray 

in February for: 

 

 

 

 

February 5: 

Beau and Megan Bergman, Alexandra 

Margaret Bergstrom 

Vicky Bergstrom 

Waldo Bloom 

Marilyn Boal 
 

 

February 12: 

John and Dawn Bodenham, Adam and Aaron 

Kevin and Aani Bourassa 

Erik Brawner 

Michael and Jackie Brawner 

Joel Brown 
 

 

February 19: 

Kirsten and Jared Peck Brown 

David and Kari Brownholland, Kai and Helaine 

Kyle and Ann Burnham, Lincoln 

Anya Caboth 

Cale Caboth, Ellie Jean 
 
 

February 26: 

Cragon and Jean Caboth 

Mary Beth Caboth, Ellie Jean 

Betty Carlson 

Nikki and Kaci Chacon, Brooklyn and Kenna 

John Chrisinger 

Lindy & Lil Chrisinger  

 



February Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday on their special 

day: 
 

 

1 Cole Benson 

2 Elizabeth Larson 

  3 Shirley Swanson 

 Aaron Deardorff 

 Torey Olson 

  5 Susan Johnson 

  6 Caden Jacobson 

 Bill Molander 

 Judy Sells 

  7 Elizabeth McClure 

 Catrina Sells 

  8 Coleen Mullin 

 Owen Niemann 

  9  Brad Benson 

    Lori Hanze 

 Doug Schlatter 

    Blake Wickham 

    Hannah Wickham 

    Sterling Wickham 

10 Cherry Sandeen 

11 Tom Erickson 

13 Karen Alvine  

      Don Heuton 

     Amanda Stout 

14 Mary Ann Kaufman 

 Olivia Naber 

15 Tyler Craig 

     Bill McGohan 

     McKenna White 

17  Trever Kelley 

19 Ruth Meth 

20 Dennis Speidel 

21 Brandon Ridinger 

22 Katie Benson 

 Eric Lunsford 

24 Angela Ribeiro 

28  John Wagner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

  1 Dave and Jan Towne 

  2  Carl and Maribelle Lund  

13  Bill and Linda McGohan 

19  Ray and Ruth Meth 

21  Darrell and Gail Smith 

28  Bob and Marie Johnson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



CONGREGATION REFLECTIONS 

 

 

PRAY FOR: 
 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  
 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  
 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 
 

 

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to all the members that attended the annual meeting. Attendance 

is vital so everyone can voice their opinion in this important 

voting procedure. 
 

 to the Luther League and Evangelism committees for hosting a 

wonderful soup supper on a very cold night in January. 

 

 to the choir for adding such warm music to our worship services. 

 

 to the Tanzania Companion Coordinators for keeping our 

dialogue open with Pastor Kinkoro. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church wireless password: The church wireless password is: nrde4mxn.  

We have internet at the Parish Hall that does NOT require a password.  



- 

 

 

 

 

1
8
9
7
 1

4
0

th
 S

tr
ee

t 

P
. 
O

. 
B

o
x
 8

8
 

S
w

ed
es

b
u

rg
, 
IA

  
5
2
6
5
2

 
 A

D
D

R
E

S
S

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

 R
E

Q
U

E
S

T
E

D
 

           Jo
in

 u
s!

 

S
u
n
d
ay

 W
o
rs

h
ip

 b
eg

in
s 

at
 1

0
 a

.m
. 
 

 

   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

 
w

eb
si

te
: 

w
w

w
.s

w
ed

es
b

u
rg

lu
th

er
an

.o
rg

 

e
m

ai
l:

 o
ff

ic
e
@

sw
ed

es
b

u
rg

lu
th

er
an

.o
rg

 

 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
mailto:office@swedesburglutheran.org

